Apples in Lochalsh

by Colin Parsons

For a very small amount of effort — a few minutes pruning every year - apple trees can
provide us with so much: spring blossom, autumn colour, and of course fruit to eat,
cook, and make juice and cider. They should be in every garden! However, to be
successful a little planning is required. Because the trees will be around for a number
of years, its worth getting exactly what you want rather than just what’s currently in
stock or on offer in the garden centre.

Apples are ready from August to November, so if you have more than one tree you
probably want fruiting to be spread over this time. It’s unlikely you’ll want more than
one early, but you may want more mid season and late varieties, as they will store.
(earlies don’t store well).

You need to think about rootstocks too - apple tree varieties are grafted onto
rootstocks which determine how big the tree gets and how soon after planting it fruits.
It will depend on where you get the trees how many different rootstocks are available,
and the supplier will have information.

The national fruit collection at Brogdale in Kent has around 2,000 apple varieties, and
they all taste different! The varieties in the shops are often grown because they
survive refrigeration and transport well — they may have tough skins and don’t bruise
much. Flavour may be more important to you so it might be worth trying something
less common or current, perhaps an old variety from Clydeside or the Carse o’
Gowrie, grown when these places kept Scotland in fruit.

OK its not all plain sailing though! The main problem with growing apples around
here is that the wet climate and acid soil make canker likely. The main ways to
combat this seem to be to grow resistant varieties, and pruning & grass cutting to keep
good airflow around and through them. Liming may also help. Some trees go down
with it quickly, others battle it for years and seem to be ok with pruning.

In the last few years we have had a bit of trouble with apple sawfly which damage the
fruit, although it is still good for juice & cider. Running hens under the trees will help
with this as they eat the pupae in the soil.

My apple trees are mostly on M25 rootstocks which give quite a large tree. There are
recommended spacings for each rootstock, and I followed these when planting. This
leaves a lot of grass to cut, so I decided to just cut under the trees and leave strips of
long grass between, cut like a hay meadow. This year I decided to introduce a
wildflower mix, and covered a section for a couple of months to clear the grass. I
then ran over it with a one horse-power cultivator I have, to loosen up the surface, and
sowed with a wildflower mix. I’m really pleased with the result and will do more
next year. Hopefully it will help the insect population, increasing pollination, as well
as providing some food for birds.



Here is a list of some apples I & other folk around here have grown. Please get in
touch if you have information to add about any varieties grown in the area.

CR = so far seems to be canker resistant, CP = Canker prone (has got canker to some
extent).
* Scottish variety

Earlies

Beauty of Bath has done quite well and is very good to eat, but the apples go soft
quickly, so you have to time the picking just right. CR

Katy (Katja) Very good crunchy red apples. Does well here. CR If I had one early
it would probably be this one.

Hood’s Supreme*. Does well. Quite sweet apples. Recommended. CP.
Irish Peach. Crunchy red apples. Lasted a couple of years. CP
Worcester Permain. Often planted round here, seems to do well (?).

Discovery. Often planted locally & does well.

Mid Season.

Fiesta Quite popular here. Mine had rather scabby apples (but good to eat). CP.
Canker finished it after a few years.

Coul Blush* is the most northerly apple variety, originating in Ross-shire. A sweet
crunchy green apple, pineappley flavour. CR (small bits of canker, pruned out each
year) Recommended.

Bloody Ploughman* Good sweet flavour. A little bit chewy. CR

Ashmeads Kernel good cropper, really nice russet type apples, so far almost
completely canker free. CR.

Blenheim Orange Great flavour, quite a good cropper. Dual purpose. A little canker,
keeping it a bay with pruning. CR

Egremont Russett Well known. Does well here, although fruit are quite small. CR
although mine has started to get a bit of canker in the last few years.

Port Allen Russett*. Good flavour, although quite sharp and chewy. CR



Late Season

Allington Pippin which has done really well and is productive, but the apples are
quite a sharp taste. Dual purpose. CR. Recommended.

Court Pendu Plat Not productive. CP
Warden Very slow growing, not productive.
Galloway Pippin* Has done well. Recommended. CR

Lovake Renata* Good apples & very productive. CP Bad for canker, but still
struggling on tho!

D’Arcy Spice. Just a small tree so far...

Cookers
Stirling Castle* did really well maybe 15 years, seemed to be resistant but eventually
canker got it and finished it off. A neighbour has one though which is fine (he planted

his before mine).

French Crab (OIld Ironsides) Cooker. Small hard apples, Can be very productive.
CR very long keeper, very late. Recommended if you want that sort of thing!

Tower of Glamis* Has done well. CR

Bramley Did ok for a few years. And then canker got it.

Ciders
Yarlington Mill Very productive. CR
Harry Masters Jersey Very productive. CR

Both these ciders have been the champs as far as consistency, production and health
are concerned. Recommended. You can’t eat them but they make good juice & cider.

Dabinett Not had this one so long but seems good. Makes good cider.



Varieties resistant to canker

(from Fruit & Nut)
Court of Wick
Crawley Beauty
D’Arcy Spice
Egremont Russet
Gladstone
Greensleeves
Grenadier (very
resistant)

Katy

Lane’s Prince Albert
Newton Wonder
Orleans Reinette
Rev W Wilkes
Rosemary Russet
Ross Non Pareil

St Edmunds Russet
Yarlington Mill

(RHS)

Alfriston

Annie Elizabeth
Brownlees russet
Cockle Piper
Crawley beauty
D’Arcy Spice
Emmeth Early
Grenadier

John Standish
Katy

Lane’s Prince Albert
Lord derby
Merton Russet
Newton Wonder
Orleans Reinette
Rev W Wilkes
Rosemary Russet
Winston

Recommended for more information:

(Which?)

Bramley

Discovery
Egremont Russet
Falstaff

Katy

Lane’s Prince Albert
Laxton’s Superb
Newton Wonder

Canker prone: (RHS)
Cox

Lord Sheftield

James Grieve

Ribston Pippin
Worcester Permain
Ellison’s Orange
Spartan

www.gardenorganic.org.uk
https://brogdaleonline.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/orchardcollectivescotland/




