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Skye Climate Action welcomes the initiative of the Highland Council for its bid to the 

Scottish Government's Spaces for People fund. However, the intervention proposed for 

Portree village centre is extremely limited. Skye may be small in terms of resident population 

size but we attract a huge number of visitors in normal years. The sheer volume of visitor 

traffic on often very narrow roads makes walking and cycling difficult and dangerous. 

There is a clear opportunity for a further, cost-effective, intervention in the centre of 

Broadford, which will be linked to Kyle of Lochalsh and the intermediate townships through 

the South Skye Cycle way and currently lacks safe cycling routes in the town. The 

construction of the new hospital at Broadford also provides an opportunity to design active 

travel routes through the town to support healthy and safe travel to and from the hospital for 

staff and visitors. 

Three community active travel projects on Skye are planned or have started, to enable active 

travel between some of our dispersed settlements. These projects (led by Broadford & Strath 

Community Company, Edinbane Community Company and Skye Connect) need support if 

there is going to be meaningful change to the numbers of people walking and cycling in their 

localities, and enjoying the resulting environmental, social and health benefits. 

We wish to see the Spaces for People funding leading to a more comprehensive, long-term 

policy for active travel across Highland, not only in the main centres of population. The lack 

of an active travel policy for Highlands is resulting in wasted opportunities for incorporating 

active travel infrastructure when building new developments on Skye and across the region. 

This leads to a piecemeal and cost-inefficient approach to providing and maintaining active 

travel infrastructure, particularly in rural areas. 

We urge The Highland Council to give financial support for strengthening and expanding the 

existing community initiatives, in close consultation with the lead organisations. We also 

urge Highland Council to rapidly develop and implement a region-wide active travel policy 

in close consultation with local communities.  

 


